CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – February 9, 2007
Emeryville, California

	Attendee
	County

	Attendee
	County

	Dave MacDonald
	Alameda
	Mikel Haas
	San Diego 

	Laurie Cassidy
	Butte 
	Jennifer Novak 
	San Francisco 

	Pam Means
	CCAC
	Linda Tulett 
	San Francisco 

	Steve Weir
	Contra Costa
	Joe Holland
	Santa Barbara

	Candy Lopez
	Contra Costa
	Billie Alvarez
	Santa Barbara

	Kathy McClue 
	Fresno
	Jesse Durazo
	Santa Clara

	Karen Rhea
	Kern
	Elma Rosas 
	Santa Clara

	Tim McNamara
	Los Angeles
	Debby Hench 
	San Joaquin 

	Rebecca Martinez
	Madera
	David Tom
	San Mateo 

	Elaine Ginnold
	Marin
	Narda Garcia 
	San Mateo 

	Melvin Brooks
	Marin
	Michael Kanotz
	SOS

	Michael Smith 
	Marin 
	Jane Howell 
	SOS

	Katrina Bartolomue 
	Mendocino
	Cathy Darling
	Shasta 

	John Tuteur
	Napa
	Deborah Seiler
	Solano

	Kathleen Smith 
	Nevada
	Gloria Colter
	Sonoma 

	Neal Kelley
	Orange 
	Janice Atkinson 
	Sonoma

	Ryan Ronco
	Placer
	Lee Lundrigan 
	Stanislaus

	Jim McCauley
	Placer
	Mark Loeser
	Stanislaus

	Barbara Dunmore
	Riverside 
	Tracy Saucedo
	Ventura

	Alice Jarboe
	Sacramento 
	Gloria Guillen
	Yolo

	Diane Jones
	Sacramento 
	Reva Correia
	Yolo

	Terry Kouba
	San Bernardino 
	
	


Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 9 a.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from January 12, 2007

Motion by Elma Rosas approve January 12, 2007 minutes with amendments.  Jim McCauley seconds motion.  Motion carried.
SB 90 Subcommittee (Alice Jarboe):

In lieu of Patrick McGinn’s presentation on SB 90 processes for Department of Finance (to be rescheduled), Alice Jarboe summarized subcommittee activities and other information regarding SB 90 process.
· Mr. McGinn’s presentation – among other things – will be aimed at explaining that the Legislature has come to terms that the SB 90 claiming process is costly since it takes four to five years to pay out claims.  This long wait results in a significant accumulation of interest owed to counties which is problematic for the state.  He will explain efforts to address this issue at the March meeting.

· Yesterday the subcommittee met to:
· Review county assignments regarding filing test claims on various “unclaimed” mandates

· Discuss details of claims processes with Maximus

· Underscore that core goals of the committee are to 
· create uniformity of test claim process throughout state 

· allow all counties to have input into the test claim
· provide assistance to Counties when filing claims

Guest Speaker:  John Hartenstein, Bond Counsel, for Orrick Herrington

· Mr. Hartenstein appeared to discuss Education Code and Election Code “clean up” proposals

· Mr. Hartenstein discussed good relationship that he has had with CACEO members Janice Atkinson and Deborah Seiler in addressing cleaning up Election Code and Education code

· He is soliciting our support to address concerns with (among others):
· Education Code 5325.  Proposal is to have County Board call bond elections rather than superintendents.

· Simplifying consolidation of election prescriptions in Education Code, so that they refer back to Election Code in a straight forward way, i.e., at EC 10400
· Education Code 5361, 5362, 5363. They address “bond measures” when they should address just “measures”.

· Certification of election results, i.e., who is certifying governing body, County Board of Supervisors or County Board of Education or another body.

· Creating uniformity so that school election processes are similar to County and special district election processes regarding access to impartial analysis statements by public.
· When a mail ballot election may be called regarding schools per Election Code 4108.

· Mr. Hartenstein will formalize his proposals and submit to Legislative Committee chairs.

Guest Speaker:  Pam Means, City Clerk’s Association

The CCAC will be submitting proposal to cleanup EC 320 (b), Definition of an Election Official.  Janice Atkinson will assist with reviewing language concerning reimbursements for candidate statements.
SOS Election Fraud Prevention Proposal – Michael Kanotz
· Mr. Kanotz gave a heads up regarding an SOS proposal that would make it a misdemeanor for any person to knowingly use, or permit to be used, information obtained from a voter registration prior to its receipt by an election official.
· Proposal may focus on commercial use.

· CACEO will review bill when it is in print.

Legislation

2007 CACEO Legislative Proposals (continued):

Item 19, Submitted by Neal Kelley, Orange County:  Amends EC 11224 (a) so that the timeframe for processing signatures for a recall petition is consistent with the timeframe for processing signatures for measures.  (That is 30 days from the date of filing petition, excluding Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays.)
Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 07-11 by Candy Lopez.  Neal Kelley seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 20, Submitted by Joe Holland/Billie Alvarez, Santa Barbara County:  Amends EC 12223 so that, when establishing precincts, they will not exceed 1,000 registered voters in a county where the number of permanent absentee voters exceeds 25% of the total registered voter, the county may exclude the number of permanent absentee voters within that precinct when determining the 1,000 voter limitation.

Discussion:  This would be problematic for counties like Los Angeles and San Diego.  Preference is to move forward with proposals under 07-04.
Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal by John Tuteur.  Lee Lundrigan seconds motion.  Motion does not carry.
Note:  During discussion of this item, John Tuteur withdrew his proposal to programmatically reduce number of poll places in light of provisions of CACEO proposal 07-04.
Item 13 revisited, Submitted by Linda Tulett, San Francisco County:  Allows elections official to use more discretion when determining sufficient number of ballots necessary at each poll place.

Item was withdrawn.
Item 21, Submitted by Sandy Brockman, Kern County:  Amends EC 15360 so that there is a 1% manual audit of all DRE voting machines deployed in an election.
Discussion:  Proposed as more accurate and reasonable way to audit DRE voting devices.  May be problematic in face of trends to amplify audit requirements on DRE devices.

Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 07-12 by John Tuteur.  Elaine Ginnold seconds motion.  Motion carried.  Stanislaus casts oppose vote.
Bills for discussion

AB 223 (Runner) – Absentee voting:  military service
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Should be amended to read “California” county at EC 3110.

AB 43 (Leno) – Gender neutral marriage
Discussion:  This is not an election bill.  This should be reviewed by County Clerks.
AB 157 (Plescia)/SB 113 (Calderon) – Elections: Presidential primary elections

Position:  No Position.

Discussion:  These bills are the same.  SB 113 is moving fast.  Legislature is not open to amendments regarding this bill.  Can address mitigation of impact through different legislative proposals like increase in number of registered voters in consolidated precinct.  CACEO and CSAC will begin addressing reimbursement issues for election expenses.

AB 183 (Coto) – Pupils: high school graduation: voter registration
Position:  No position.
Discussion:  Requires students register to vote as a condition of graduating.

AB 18 (Blakeslee) – Disabled persons: signature stamps
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Need clean up regarding signature being either/or mark or stamp rather than both.  Janice Atkinson will discuss with author’s office.
AB 119 (Price) – Elections: payment of expenses
Position:  Support
Discussion:  If this bill moves, CACEO should seek amendment to address traditional EC 13001 language that grants procurement authority to election officials.

HR 811 (Holt)
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Steve Weir proposed that subcommittee be formed to review the bill and propose action.  Subcommittee makeup should reflect various voting system perspectives and include vendor input. Gail Pellerin will chair. Membership is Austin Erdman, Doug Kinsley, Brett Rowley, Conny McCormack, and Tim McNamara.
HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee:

Cathy Ingram-Kelly, Jana Lean, and Bruce McDannold, of SOS gave status reports and answered questions on the Statewide Database, VMB, and Voting Systems.

· No new voting system applications have been submitted.
· ES&S administrative modification (not a software code change) for Ink-a-Vote Plus rejected based on not meeting emergency criteria for such a modification.  This modification request was related to an upcoming City of Los Angeles election.
· No timeline/calendar yet for “top-to-bottom review by SOS.  Timeline is being worked on by SOS administration and should be available soon.  
· State application/testing process typically takes about six weeks if everything goes smoothly.  Also, need 30 day public notice and seven day public comment period.  Federal process takes about five months.  Conclusion, significant requirements for changes in voting systems should have been in at beginning of year to let counties prepare for major changes related to February election.
· Voting Modernization Board activities:
· Deadline extended to July 2007 for any remaining counties who have not filed initial VMB project plan
· Jana Lean is polling counties regarding funds that will not be used

· Discussion of paper trail funding activities

· No deadline currently for phased projects

· February meeting cancelled – no requests filed

· VMB will meet quarterly for time being

· Next meeting will be in Los Angeles on March 21.  For more information, see http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/vma/home.html
· VoteCal status is on hold while new administration reviews project.  No RFP yet.

· DFM and DIMS have enhancement for automatic DMV verification re voter registration data.
· Calvoter team is revamping staff.  Call Cathy Ingram-Kelly for Calvoter questions.
Summer Institute Subcommittee

· Packets will go out at end of February.
· Due to enormous interest in topic, sign up may be on first come, first served basis.
· Dates are June 24-27 for Summer Institute.
· Subcommittee will consider possible payment for attendance after fiscal year end.
Voters with Specific Needs Subcommittee

· Continuation of refinement of Multilingual Glossary.  Goal is for uniform usage of terms in California election community.
· Review of VWSN manual continued.  Assignments given. 
Military and Provisional Subcommittee

· Military voting manual draft should be available to Legislative committee by end of March.
The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

Thank you to Laurie Cassidy and Alice Jarboe for their assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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