CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – March 9, 2007
Sacramento, California

	Attendee
	County

	Attendee
	County

	Candy Lopez
	Contra Costa
	Austin Erdman
	San Joaquin 

	Steve Weir
	Contra Costa
	Billie Alvarez
	Santa Barbara

	Randi Johl 
	CCAC
	Elma Rosas
	Santa Clara

	Victor Salazar
	Fresno
	Gail Pellerin
	Santa Cruz

	Karen Rhea
	Kern
	Jane Howell
	Secretary of State

	Tim McNamara
	Los Angeles
	Cathy Darling
	Shasta 

	Rebecca Martinez
	Madera
	Deborah Seiler
	Solano

	Elaine Ginnold
	Marin
	Gloria Colter
	Sonoma 

	Marsha Wharff
	Mendocino
	Janice Atkinson
	Sonoma

	Jim McCauley
	Placer
	Vicki Peterson
	Sonoma

	Ryan Ronco
	Placer
	Lee Lundrigan
	Stanislaus

	Douglas Kinzle
	Riverside
	Mark Loeser
	Stanislaus

	Jill LaVine
	Sacramento
	Tracy Saucedo
	Ventura

	Alice Jarboe
	Sacramento 
	Gene Browning 
	Ventura

	Diane Jones
	Sacramento 
	Gloria Guillen
	Yolo

	Roberta Kanelos
	Sacramento
	Reva Correia
	Yolo

	Mary Lou Mongar
	San Bernardino
	Jim Stassi
	Sacramento Advocates

	Bob Pennisi
	San Diego
	
	


Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 9 a.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from February 9, 2007

Motion by Gail Pellerin to approve February 9, 2007 minutes with amendments.  Jim McCauley seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Announcement for next month’s meeting
At next month’s meeting, Victor Salazar (Fresno County Clerk/Registrar of Voters) will host an informal reception.  The reception will be an opportunity for CACEO members, supporters and friends to meet.  Details will be provided on elecnet.

Legislation

AB 67(Dymally) – State and Local Agencies:  bilingual services
Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Refer to Voters with Specific Needs subcommittee for analysis.

AB 122 (Solorio) – Voter intimidation:  candidate notification
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Some counties already provide the information required by this bill in their candidate packets.

Motion to support by Marsha Wharff.  Gail Pellerin seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 157 (Plescia)/SB 113 (Calderon) – Elections: Presidential primary elections

Position:  No Position.

Discussion:  These bills are the same.  SB 113 continues to move quickly, expected to be signed by Governor.  AB 157 will go dormant as SB 113’s momentum continues.  Discussion centered on funding mechanisms for election.  Will invite CSAC to speak about funding strategies.

AB 288 (Price) – Voter intimidation: Voter Intimidation Restitution Fund
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Requires fine for those who are convicted of intimidating voters.  Fines would be distributed to SOS for voter education regarding voter intimidation.
AB 332 (DeVore) – Elections: recall petitions: signature certification
Position:  Support
Discussion:  This was CACEO proposal 07-11.  We may want to also consider reviving other clean up of recall provisions.  Janice Atkinson will research efforts that we have made in past especially in regard to the Governor Gray Davis Recall Election.
Motion to support by Cathy Darling.  Alice Jarboe seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 349 (Salas) – Recorded instruments: translation certificates
Position:  None
Discussion:  Clerks bill.  Remove from list.
AB 355 (Price) – Elections: voter registration: provisional ballots
Position:  No Position
Discussion:  This is an Election Day registration proposal.  It is problematic at certain provisions like mailing residency postcard confirmation within 10 days of election.  Janice Atkinson, Cathy Darling, and Gail Pellerin will research “best of” similar efforts in past.  CACEO will meet with author.
AB 397 (Adams) – Local agencies: membership dues
Position:  None
Discussion:  Political Reform Act.  Will be taken off list of bills to track.
AB 452 (Arambula) – Voter registration: notification of change in party affiliation
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Requires notification to voter any time party affiliation has been changed.  Concerns voiced regarding regulations that may be promulgated to satisfy this proposal.  Existing VNCs seem to address the concerns of this bill?
AB 603 (Price) – Voter registration: confidentiality
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Extends life of current “Safe at Home” program.  See also SB 524.
Motion to support by Steve Weir.  Gail Pellerin seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 614 (Eng) – Voting Rights
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Spot bill.

AB 643 (Brownley) – Absentee ballots: report
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Spot bill.  Jim Stassi will meet with author’s staff to discuss bill since there are a great deal of issues to address regarding enhancing absentee services.
AB 852 (Krekorian) – Voting system certification: vendors
Position:  Oppose (meet with author)
Discussion:  Open source code bill.  Similar to prior year proposal.  Steve Weir described system review process in Georgia that involves Kennesaw State as third party overseer.  Also reminded us that Federal review board(s) are considering this issue and it is contemplated as part of the spirit of HR 811. It was suggested that we look at bill to see what we may be able to live with.  We were reminded that a recent presentation to CACEO by open source advocates revealed that open source was not ready for prime time and probably wouldn’t be for years.  Meet with author before letter of opposition is written.
Motion to oppose by Marsha Wharff.  Jim Mc McCauley seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 917 (Salas) – Elections
Position:  Oppose (meet with author)
Discussion:  One screen per contest on touch screen proposed in this bill.  Most systems won’t readily accommodate this.  This proposal would lengthen voting process and add risks.  Where is funding to support the consequences of this bill?  Does it target VMB funds?  Should meet with author and show touch screen voting processes.  (Bring a touch screen.)  Meet with author before letter of opposition is written.
Motion to oppose by Austin Erdman.  Mary Lou Mongar seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 943 (Calderon) – Initiative petitions: signature requirement
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  What does “30 days prior to the placement of the measure on the ballot” in section 9007 mean?  Counties will have to verify more signatures.  Why 10%?
AB 984 (Price) – Election precincts
Position:  Bring back for discussion
Discussion:  The proposed formula for calculating registration/PAV thresholds is difficult to interpret regarding thresholds for ability to subtract PAVs.  Assembly Committee staff will follow up regarding intent of formula.  Some expressed preference to count voters in precinct at E-154 rather than proposed E-88.
AB 1046 (Leno) – Voter registration
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Spot bill.

AB 1090 (Spitzer) – Ballot designation requirements
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Uncertain of intent behind requiring ballot designation.

AB 1151 (Lieu) – Voting machines: security
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Spot.  Jim Stassi will check with author’s staff regarding intent.
AB 1167 (Nava) – Absentee ballots: voting by mail
Position:  No position.
Discussion:  There are many mechanisms already in place to ensure best mail delivery practices.  Successful mail delivery depends on local relationship and service.  Not certain that this bill will get the author what is desired.  CACEO will attempt to arrange meeting with author to explore his intent.
AB 1232 (Berg) – Voting: ballots
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Spot related to AB 917.  Jim Stassi will check with author’s staff regarding intent.
AB 1243 (Karnette) – Right to vote: voter turnout
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Spot.  Jim Stassi will check with author’s staff regarding intent.
AB 1287 (Jeffries) – Absentee voting
Position:  Support
Discussion:  This was a Riverside County proposal which CACEO had agreed to support when bill was introduced.

Motion to support by Marsha Wharff.  Gail Pellerin seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 1294 (Mullin/Leno) – Ranked voting: local elections
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  This bill would introduce ranked choice voting provisions into state law.  There are no certified rank choice voting systems.  There are some counties that have IRV provisions in charter and this bill may contradict those provisions.  (San Francisco will check their provisions against this proposal.)  If this bill passes it will cause significant challenges for counties to conduct city elections if city’s desire IRV system.  League of Women voters is supporting IRV legislation.  Janice Atkinson will draft a potential letter of opposition.
AB 1408 (Villines) – Affidavits of registration: cancellation
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Difficult to administer with proposed timeline, i.e., check files for felons at E-15 vis-à-vis past history of notification from judicial/prison system.  

.

AB 1654 (Huffman/DeSaulnier/Saldana) – Mail ballot elections: statewide and local elections
Position:  Support in concept
Discussion:  Proposes all mail ballot elections by jurisdiction choice.  Cities support this.  Postal workers helped create this bill.  Certain provisions of the bill appear to be significantly flawed.  Small working group – Elaine Ginnold, Joe Holland, and Janice Atkinson - will review and suggest amendments such as requiring black out period when elections cannot be called in relation to regularly scheduled elections and limiting number of in-person voting and/or drop off sites.
Motion to support in concept by Elaine Ginnold.  Janice Atkinson seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 1662 (Cook) – Absentees: overseas voting
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Military/Provisional subcommittee to review.  Voter registration and electronic voting provisions appear to be problematic.  CACEO will propose meeting with author after review is complete.
SB 173 (Harman) – Elections: voting identification
Position:  No position
Discussion:  Would require identification to cast ballot.

SB 382 (Oropeza) – Elections: New citizens
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Extends period for new citizens to vote.  CACEO has supported similar bill in past.  Janice Atkinson will send letter of support.
Motion to support by Jill LaVine.  Gloria Colter seconds motion.  Motion carried.
SB 408 (Oropeza) – Measures: circulators
Position:  No position
Discussion:  Concerns voiced regarding constitutionality of this proposal.

SB 439 (Calderon) – Write-in candidates
Position:  Support if amended
Discussion:  Support if amended to add “manual recount:” to 15342 (f).

Motion to support by Marsha Wharff.  Steve Weir seconds motion.  Motion carried.
SB 448 (Margett) – Election procedures
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Bans sex offenders from serving as poll workers and/or hosting poll places.  How would counties check to ensure compliance?
SB 512 (Committee on ER&CA) – Political Reform Act: elections
Position:  None
Discussion:  Bring back for discussion at next meeting.

SB 513 (Committee on ER&CA) – Ballots

Position:  None
Discussion:  Bring back for discussion at next meeting.

SB 524 (Corbett) – Voter registration: confidentiality
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Bill is similar to AB 603.

SB 653 (Calderon) – False or misleading information: penalties
Position:  No position
Discussion:  Policy issue.

SB 656 (Aanestad) – Candidates: statements
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Spot bill.

SB 768 (Corbett) – Misuse of information in affidavit of registration or voter registration
Position:  Watch
SB 812 (Correa) – Voter registration: paid registration activities
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Discussion of constitutionality.

SB 813 (Wiggins) – Death of a candidate:  election cancellation
Position:  Support
Discussion:  This is CACEO Proposal 07-01.

Motion to support by Marsha Wharff.  Janice Atkinson seconds motion.  Motion carried.
SB 854 (Ridley-Thomas) – Voter registration: students
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  What is intent of this bill?  Forms can already be submitted to SOS by students? Spot bill?
SB 967 (Simitian) – Election precincts
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Allows subtraction of absentee ballots in calculation of precinct size.  Contrast to AB 984.  Janice Atkinson, Cathy Darling, Tim McNamara will attempt to discuss with Senate Election Committee staff.
Motion to support by Steve Weir.  Elma Rosas seconds motion.  Motion carried.
SB 90 Subcommittee (Alice Jarboe):

· Alice Jarboe discussed upcoming SB 90 workshops in Southern and Northern California; encouraged attendance
· Maximus distributed information about pending/proposed changes to SB 90 process; involves legislative action; Ms. Jarboe will post on elecnet
· Reviewed county assignments regarding filing test claims on various “unclaimed” mandates

· Counties are considering challenging rejection of 15 day close test claim.  Please respond to any request for information on this topic from the subcommittee.
HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee:

Cathy Ingram-Kelly, Jana Lean, and Chris Reynolds, of SOS gave status reports and answered questions on the Statewide Database, VMB, and Voting Systems.

· SOS staff discussed HAVA 301 contracts.  Encouraged counties to send information regarding future plans for the funding; at this point SOS is weighing options regarding funding distribution past June 30; under current contracts funds must be spent by June 30 and invoices submitted to SOS within 90 days for payment; if deadline sticks, SOS will wait until September 20 and then close out account and go back to legislature with new or amended spending plan.
· Counties voiced concern regarding June 30 contract deadlines vis-à-vis unstable voting system environment in the past and future.

· SOS reported that EAC has signaled that minimum requirement funds should have/must be “pre-cleared”; this requirement is new; SOS will seek clarification since this requirement was not expected.

· Statewide database FSR/RFP activities described; some counties election management bills have increased due to statewide database activities, HAVA funds are not available to address these increases.

· Voting Modernization Board activities:
· February meeting cancelled – no requests filed

· VMB will meet quarterly for time being

· Next meeting will be in Los Angeles on March 21.  For more information, see http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/vma/home.html
· Calvoter team activities status quo.  Call Cathy Ingram-Kelly for Calvoter questions.
· CACEO has formed ready team to address “Top-to-Bottom voting system” proposal review that should be out any day from SOS.

· CACEO will strategize regarding 301 funding issues.

Summer Institute Subcommittee

· Subcommittee has 17 members.
· Over 200 people have shown interest in attending.
· Registration packets will go out next week.

· Dates are June 24-27 for Summer Institute.
· Subcommittee will accommodate payment for attendance after fiscal year end if county has hardship.
Voters with Specific Needs Subcommittee

· Continuation of refinement of Multilingual Glossary.  Goal is for uniform usage of terms in California election community on core election terms.
· Review of VWSN manual continued.
Military and Provisional Subcommittee

· Military voting manual draft should be available to Legislative committee by end of March.
Other

· John Mott-Smith distributed informative packet of information regarding SB 506.

· CalPeac will be in Sacramento May 1 and May 2.

The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jill LaVine for her assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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