CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – April 6, 2007

Fresno, California

	Attendee
	County

	Attendee
	County

	Candace Grubbs
	Butte     
	Austin Erdman
	San Joaquin 

	Candy Lopez
	Contra Costa
	Billie Alvarez
	Santa Barbara

	Kathy McClue
	Fresno
	Elma Rosas
	Santa Clara

	Victor Salazar
	Fresno
	Gail Pellerin
	Santa Cruz

	Karen Rhea
	Kern
	Cathy Darling
	Shasta 

	Tim McNamara
	Los Angeles
	Deborah Seiler
	Solano

	Rebecca Martinez
	Madera
	Janice Atkinson
	Sonoma

	Neal Kelley 
	Orange
	Gloria Colter
	Sonoma  

	Douglas Kinzle
	Riverside
	Michael Kanotz
	SOS

	Ryan Ronco
	Placer
	Ronda Paschal
	SOS

	Jill LaVine
	Sacramento
	Gloria Guillen
	Yolo

	Diane Jones
	Sacramento 
	Reva Correia
	Yolo

	Barbara Mergan
	CCAC
	Tracy Saucedo
	Ventura


Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 9 a.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from March 9, 2007

Motion by Gail Pellerin to approve March 9, 2007 minutes with amendments.  Candace Grubbs seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Special Guest:  Assembly Member Juan Arambula
· Assembly Member Arambula is from Fresno.

· Mr. Arambula recognized the hard work that election officials do and the difficult task of conducting three major elections next year in nine months.

· Discussion of AB 452 (Mr. Arambula is author):
· The bill is meant to mitigate problems that voters face whose registration is changed against their will, e.g., they have their political party changed.
· Has discussed bill with SOS office

· CACEO’s support will be valuable and therefore would like to hear any ideas regarding the bill in order to consider amending

· CACEO concerns

· Would like to be able to use up existing stock of old cards.
· Would like to spell out party completely to avoid voter confusion.
· Have card refer voter to SOS website that would describe political parties.
· Why would voter read proposed version of the card anymore than existing version?
· Would like to see an amendment to EC 2142 to allow change of party by court order.

· Mr. Arambula will move to amend bill to accommodate concerns just listed
· Mr. Arambula is member of Budget Committee and assured that cost of the February Primary will be paid promptly.  Will it be paid this fiscal year?  Depends on how quickly costs can be verified, must be in time for May revise.  Recommends that CACEO lobbyist stay in close contact regarding costs.
· Inquiry made regarding HAVA contracts being extended.  SOS has brought this forward several weeks ago.  It will continue to be looked at.
· Inquiry made regarding costs of Top-to-Bottom review.  He recommends that our executive body meet with Lynn Jensen of his staff on this issue.

Legislation

HR 811

Candace Grubbs report:

· Distributed information on HR 811

· Ms. Grubbs and Tim McNamara indicated that Conny McCormack and Dean Logan have been very active nationally regarding election officials concerns.  Both have been to Washington to lobby for amendments and to express concerns regarding consequences of the bill as written.  Los Angeles County has written and been in constant contact with House Admin. Committee chair to express concerns.

· Ms. Grubbs described the intense letter writing campaign by county election officials throughout nation regarding the difficulties/potential disaster that may ensue if the bill were to become law in its current form.  Encouraged all California counties to contact their legislators while they are on break and to contact disability groups.
· CACEO Executive Board and Ms. McCormack will meet with committee member Zoe Lofgren regarding bill on April 12.  Hope to meet with Member Kevin McCarthy soon after.
· 30 of the 198 co-authors are from California.

· SOS has no position yet.

· Election Center has summary of bill and activities.

AB 44 (Mendoza) – Ballot pamphlet:  candidates’ statements

Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Large urban counties may continue to object to provisions of this bill that require a mandatory PAV check box on registration forms due to cost and fraud implications.  If this goes forward, would like to be able to use existing stock of registration forms.  Chuck Nichol, staff member for Assembly Committee on Appropriations would like to have a cost analysis.  This could be killed in Appropriations Committee on costs.

AB 67 (Dymally) – State and Local Agencies:  bilingual services
Position:  Take off list.
Discussion:  Had been referred to Voters with Specific Needs subcommittee for analysis.  Group determined that this was not an election related bill.  It will be removed from list.
AB 223 (Runner) – Absentee voting: military service
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  There is amendment that will be released next week Chuck Nichol, staff member for Assembly Committee on Appropriations would like costs for implementation. 
AB 288 (Price) – Voter intimidation: Voter Intimidation Restitution Fund
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  There is a new amendment pending so no discussion today.
AB 355 (Price) – Elections: voter registration: provisional ballots
Position:  No Position
Discussion:  This is an Election Day registration proposal.  It is problematic at certain provisions like mailing residency postcard confirmation within 10 days of election.  Janice Atkinson, Cathy Darling, and Gail Pellerin have done an analysis “best of” similar efforts in past.  CACEO will meet with author; no further action until we see amendments.
AB 452 (Arambula) – Voter registration: notification of change in party affiliation
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Support per amendment discussion with Assembly Member (described above).
AB 466 (Hancock) – Pupils: average daily attendance
Position:  Watch

Discussion:  SOS has support position on this bill.  The bill is going to Education Committee next week.  Bring back in May for discussion.

AB 603 (Price) – Voter registration: confidentiality
Position:  Support
Discussion:  There is a new amendment pending so no discussion today.  Bring back in May.
AB 852 (Krekorian) – Voting system certification: vendors
Position:  Oppose
Discussion:  Will be heard in committee on April 17.
AB 917 (Salas) – Elections
Position:  Oppose (meet with author)
Discussion: Michael Wagaman, legislative staff member presented possible amendments to this bill and sought attendees input.   Suggested amendments focused on prescribing details regarding number of back up ballots and did not address previous concerns regarding DRE devices.  Objections were: related to print capacity and ballot delivery issues related to back up ballots and “solution” looking for a problem regarding the DRE ballot layout.  Questions were asked regarding ability for current DRE systems ability to accommodate changes proposed?  Have vendors been invited to weigh in?  Could the ballot layout be given a public review instead?
Mr. Wagaman thanked group for feedback.

AB 965 (Anderson) – California Republican Party:  organization

Position:  No Position

Discussion:  This does not impact election processes – no position necessary.

AB 984 (Price) – Election Precincts

Position:  None
Discussion:  Michael Wagaman, legislative staff member presented possible amendments to this bill and sought attendees input.   Suggested amendments focused on a proposed updated formula to allow for “larger” number of registrants in consolidated precincts.  Group unclear if new formula was adequate/unambiguous.  

Group asked Mr. Wagaman what intent of the legislation was and engaged in long discussion on:  need to have meaningful needs assessment regarding adequacy or inadequacy or equitable poll place distribution throughout a jurisdiction; have plans in place to address long lines; and have an issue review committee to examine problems associated with this bill so that they can be addressed through procedure solutions rather than legislation.
Mr. Wagaman thanked group for feedback and indicated that this proposal could become a two-year bill.

AB 1090 (Spitzer) – Ballot designation requirements
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  There is a new amendment pending so no discussion today.  Bring back in May.

AB 1167 (Nava) – Absentee ballots: voting by mail Wagaman
Position:  No position.
Discussion:  Michael Wagaman, legislative staff member presented possible amendments to this bill and sought attendees input.  Suggested amendments focused on making clear to voters how many stamps were to be required on absentee return envelopes and working with USPS to deliver envelopes that had insufficient postage.
Group restated prior comments regarding legislating this process: There are many mechanisms already in place to ensure best mail delivery practices.  Successful mail delivery depends on local relationship and service.  Not certain that this proposal will get the author what is desired and uncertain whether USPS can be compelled through state law to cooperate.
AB 1733 (Committee on Elections and Redistricting)  Districts:  special and park districts  

Position:  Support
Discussion:  This bill is based on a CACEO proposal regarding filling vacancies.
Motion to support by Austin Erdman.  Jill LaVine seconds motion.  Motion carried.
SB 804 (Hollingsworth) – Business establishments:  unlawful entry
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Enhances trespass laws which may enhance security in election facilities.  District Attorney’s Association requested that CACEO review.

Motion to support by Austin Erdman.  Jill LaVine seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Military and Provisional Subcommittee

· Did not meet but military manual is close to being distributed.

Voters with Specific Needs Subcommittee

· Continuation of refinement of Multilingual Glossary.  Goal is for uniform usage of terms in California election community on core election terms.  Will seek partnership with SOS regarding this effort
· Review of VWSN manual continued.  Assignments reviewed.
· Gail Pellerin indicated that the Santa Cruz Enforceable Settlement Agreement will be signed and released next week regarding disabled access to poll places.  This may become new standard for state and will be discussed at upcoming CALPEAC classes.

HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee:

Cathy Ingram-Kelly, Jana Lean, Chris Reynolds (by phone), and Bruce McDannold (by phone), of SOS gave status reports and answered questions on the Statewide Database, VMB, and Voting Systems.

· Report of VMB meeting in Los Angeles on March 21 (for details see  http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/vma/pdf/vmb/documents/ccrov_07044.pdf) :

· Board approved Merced County’s Project Documentation Plan and issued funding award.

· Board approved Shasta County’s change to their Project Plan to be eligible for VMB funding for the VVPAT retrofit contingent upon Shasta County refunding the retrofit cost to the VMF from the county’s general fund.

· Based on information received from counties that is not appropriate – at this time – to set a deadline for the use of Voter Modernization funds.

· Next meeting will be July 18.  For more information, see http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/vma/home.html
· CACEO will write formal letter to thank Board members for dedication.
· Discussed SB 506 impact on statewide database.  Discussion stemmed from John Mott-Smith’s work on implementation of this bill.  Questions/Concerns were raised regarding appropriateness of inserting a PO Box in confidential records vs. indicating record is confidential.  Ms. Ingram-Kelly will relay concerns.
· Chris Reynolds reviewed status of HAVA 301 contract extensions.

· Cautioned that counties should be sure that HAVA funds earmarked to be spent by June 30 will indeed be spent by June 30.  If not, there is a serious risk that those funds will not be carried over if/when contracts are extended.

· Will get back to counties regarding more precision on estimated expenditures related to before and after June 30.

· Discussion of how electronic poll books may be funded by 301.  Mr. Reynolds will seek clarification.  (Bruce McDannold stated that the SOS would need a submission to be clear regarding function and use of electronic poll book as it relates to HAVA.)

· Question raised regarding why there needs to be new contracts vs. amendments?  Mr. Reynolds described mechanics of budget process.

· Mr. McDannold reported that there are no new voting system applications

· General discussion regarding slow down of testing at Federal level and rules related to new submissions, i.e., Fed. Testing will not just look at changes to systems but will now look at complete system.  Won’t rely on old tests from test labs.  This relates to new laboratory certification standards.
· Vendors are showing some reluctance to bring new items to state for testing; there are ongoing “meet and greet” meetings between vendors and new SOS administration.

· Statewide database FSR/RFP activities described; SOS is looking at systems in other jurisdictions.
Summer Institute Subcommittee

· Going well;  will meet with Stanford on April 30
· 50 – 75 registrants already.
· Dates are June 24-27 for Summer Institute.
Other

· CACEO website:
· Dero Forslund is looking for assistance in maintaining website.

· Sacramento will assist if Mr. Forslund can get a committee together.

· Need a new Provisional Ballot Committee co-chair.

· Legislative meeting schedule – because of three elections – will need to be limited for ’08 only.  Suggestions:

· Meet longer at New Law

· Do conference calls as necessary.

· Assign Bills to specific groups for analysis/recommendations

· Limit bill review

· Limit the committee

The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jill LaVine for her assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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