CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – June 8, 2007

Sacramento, California

	Attendee
	County

	Attendee
	County

	Xioneida Castillo 
	Alameda
	Brett Rowley
	Orange

	Dave Mc Donald
	Alameda
	Gloria Coutts
	Placer

	Candy Grubbs
	Butte
	Douglas Kinzle
	Riverside 

	Steve Weir
	Contra Costa
	Jill La Vine 
	Sacramento 

	Candy Lopez
	Contra Costa
	James Stassi
	Sacramento 

	Carla Castaneda 
	DOF
	Terry Kouba 
	San Bernardino 

	Carla Shelton
	DOF
	Deborah Seiler 
	San Diego 

	Victor Salazar
	Fresno
	Jesse Durazo 
	Santa Clara

	Sandy Brockman 
	Kern
	Elma Rosas 
	Santa Clara

	Tim McNamara
	Los Angeles
	Crystal Berthean
	Santa Cruz 

	Rebecca Martinez
	Madera
	Cathy Mitchell
	SOS

	Elaine Ginnold
	Marin
	Cathy Darling
	Shasta 

	Dan Miller
	Marin
	Gloria Colter
	Sonoma 

	Marsha Wharff
	Mendocino
	Tracy Saucedo
	Ventura

	John Tuteur
	Napa
	Gloria Guillen
	Yolo

	Neal Kelley
	Orange 
	Reva Correia
	Yolo


Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 9 a.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from May 18, 2007

Motion by Cathy Darling to approve May 18, 2007 minutes with amendments.  Elma Rosas seconds motion.  Motion carried.

Guest Speaker:  Department of Finance (DOF), SB 90:

· Ms. Castaneda works in a new unit formed at the DOF to make the claim (reimbursement for mandates) process more efficient.
· A core item that the DOF is working relates to getting unit cost on reimbursables that can be adjusted for inflation vs. current system.  This would be easier and more efficient for both the DOF and claimants.

· Directly addressed the provisional ballot claim process.  Our survey needs to be adjusted since law allows us to be reimbursed for each signature checked even if it is not valid.

· AB 1576 and AB 1222 discussed.  Bills are on claim process reform and CACEO may want to consider taking position.
· Discussion regarding provisional identification mandate and reimbursement methods.  Various perspectives on complexities of using primary or general election as the basis for a claim because of the impact on claims related to consolidating precincts.  We are allowed to add ICRP (overhead in these claims).

· Alice Jarboe, SB 90 subcommittee chair, requested help with subcommittee.  Will post solicitation for help on elecnet.  Asked election officials to keep her in loop regarding any correspondence with DOF about SB 90 items.
Legislation

AB 1151 (Lieu) – Voter Registration

Position:  Watch

Discussion:  John Tuteur requested clarification regarding this legislation and current county practices:  consensus was that no names or party affiliations are or would be posted on internet.  There is the current capability of doing so with DFM.  Various counties are doing some things with voter registration confirmation on the internet.  See, e.g., Sacramento, Alameda, and Sonoma.
Mr. Tuteur will continue to follow this bill closely and continue to report to committee.

AB 44 (Mendoza) – Ballot pamphlet:  candidates’ statements

Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Latest amendment has minor change regarding use of the word “official” as it relates to sample ballots.  Discussion regarding when mail is considered mailed.  Consensus was at time of deposit by sender.
AB 583 (Hancock) – Political Reform Act of 1974:  California Clean Money and Fair Elections Act of 2007
Position:  Watch.
Discussion:  Has been amended so that the financing portion has become a “pilot project”.  Large issues surrounding this bill related to funding it.
AB 917 (Salas) – Elections
Position:  No Position
Discussion:  We have been asked to remove our opposition based on amendments related to touchscreen layout (Janice Atkinson will send update letter to author).  Will remove oppose position but will form group regarding paper ballot ordering practices due to lingering concerns about providing appropriate quantities.  Neal Kelley will organize group.
Motion to remove opposition by Cathy Darling.  John Tuteur seconds motion.  Motion carried.
AB 1090 (Spitzer) – Ballot designation requirements
Position:  Support if amended.
Discussion:  Discussed letter to author dated May 28.  Based on that discussion - and current version of the bill - proposal was made to support the bill if amended such that it would only apply to those candidates certified by the SOS per EC 8100 (a).  Janice Atkinson will write “support if amended” letter to author.
Motion to support if amended by Marsha Wharff.  Sandy Brockman seconds motion.  Motion carried.

AB 1167 (Nava) – Absentee ballots: voting by mail
Position:  Support if amended
Discussion:  Author did not take amendments outlined in CACEO letter dated May 29, 2007.  That letter expressed a “support if amended position”.  Will seek meeting with author to explain how many counties are already addressing the bill’s core concerns and how the bill could make those positive practices become dysfunctional.
AB 1243 (Karnette)  Vote by mail: voters  

Position:  Support
Discussion:  Bill was amended to accommodate our suggestions, consequently, position is amended to support.  CACEO has written letter of support and to voice concern that the change in “absentee” terminology might affect existing mandated costs claims and a suggestion for either working it into the statute or a Legislative Counsel opinion to the effect that the change would not affect claims.
Suggestion was made that urgency clause be sought to help counties better prepare for February Primary election.  Jim Stassi will follow up.

AB 1369 (Adams) – Political Reform Acts

Position: No Position
Discussion:  This bill requires campaign disclosure statements to be posted on the Internet.  Some counties already do this.  Will be bigger challenge in large jurisdictions that have significantly large filing obligations.  The proposal will be costly.  Biggest concern was in relation to implementation date.  Will write letter seeking an amendment to delay implementation until July 1, 2008.
AB 1408 (Villines)  Affidavits of registration:    

Position:  Watch
Discussion:  This bill failed passage.  Is now a two-year bill.
AB 1662 (Cook)  Absentees: oversees voting  

Position:  Oppose

Discussion:  This bill seems to provide IRV-like voting for members of the military.  Treats voters differently and doesn’t prescribe how to tally and secure votes.  The idea for this legislation is based on Arkansas and Louisiana law where election practices are significantly different than California’s.
Bill has moved to Senate.  Secretary of State will meet with member of CACEO members to discuss bill and then have – collective – further discussion with Senate election committee staff.
SB 439 (Calderon)  Write-in Candidates.     

Position:  Support
Discussion:  Prior position was “Support if amended”.  Our amendment suggestions were taken, i.e., request to clarify that the liberal construction provision, to ensure that write-in votes will be counted if voter intent can be determined, is specific to a manual recount. 
Motion to support by Steve Weir.  Marsha Wharff seconds motion.  Motion carried.

SB 513 (Committee on E R and C A) – Voting and district referenda
Position:  Watch.

Discussion:  Appears to be a city clerk clean-up bill on vote demonstration devices and on referenda so that city referenda statutes match county statutes.  Check with Darren Chesin regarding impact/intent.  Elaine Ginnold will follow up.
SB 967 (Simitian) Election precincts. 

Position:  Support
Discussion:  This bill allows subtraction of permanent absentee voters from total number of voters when establishing precincts.  Has passed Senate but may have trouble in Assembly.  CACEO will continue to actively support this bill in the assembly.  Legislative chairs and lobbyist will communicate with Assembly Elections committee regarding position.
Information only bills:

AB 18 (Blakeslee) Disabled persons: signature stamps
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Now in Senate

AB 119 (Price) Elections: payment of expenses
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Now in Senate.  No sunset language this year!

AB 183 (Coto) Pupils: high schools: voter registration
Position:  No position

Discussion:  Now in Senate.  Took out reporting requirements.

AB 288 (Price) Voter Intimidation: Voter Intimidation Restitution Fund
Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Now in Senate.  

AB 355 (Price) Elections: voter registration: provisional ballots
Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Has become two-year bill.  This bill has characteristics of an Election Day registration proposal.

AB 614 (Eng) Voting rights: language assistance
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Discussion regarding U.S DOJ practices in counties related to this bill and benefits of providing language services.  Side note:  SOS data and requirements to provide data that is in current law and referenced in this bill is suspect.  

Motion to support by Jesse Durazo.  Elaine Ginnold seconds motion.  One no vote. Motion carried.

AB 643 (Brownley) Absentee ballots: report 
Position: Watch
Discussion:  This is not a spot bill.  Continue to watch.  Author wants SOS to work with election officials on report to legislature regarding absentee processes. 
AB 773 (Blakeslee) Elections: absentee ballots
Position: Watch
Discussion:  This is not a spot bill.  Continue to watch.  Author wants SOS to work with election officials on report to legislature regarding absentee processes. 
AB 852 (Krekorian) Voting system certification: vendors 
Position: Oppose

Discussion:  Bill is dead. 
AB 1046 – (Leno) Ballot pamphlets: electronic availability
Discussion:  Drop this bill from list.  No longer election bill.
AB 1294 – (Mullin) Ranked voting: local elections
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Provides for ranked choice voting.
Military and Provisional Subcommittee

· Military manual is complete.

· Manual has been sent to Executive Board for review.

· Hope to distribute at Annual Conference on CD.

Voters with Specific Needs Subcommittee

· Continuation of refinement of Spanish to English Election Glossary.  Goal is for uniform usage of terms in California election community on core election terms.  Will seek partnership with SOS regarding this effort.  
· Review of VWSN manual continued.  Assignments reviewed.
· Will continue to follow ideas coming out of Santa Cruz County regarding their implementation of their agreement with Attorney General regarding accessible poll places.
· Suggestion to have regular all county conference calls – with line staff invited - on specific best practices related to voters with specific needs.
HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee:

Jana Lean reported remotely on VMB activities.  Bruce McDannold and Chris Reynolds of SOS gave status reports and answered questions on the Statewide Database, Voting Systems, and HAVA contracts.  
· Report of VMB Activities:
· Next Voting Modernization Board meeting is scheduled to be held on July 18, 2007 in the Secretary of State's Office auditorium. 

· The deadline to submit a Project Documentation Plan to the Board or to have an issue heard at the July 18th meeting is June 27th.  
· If no plans are received by the June 27th deadline the meeting will more than likely be canceled.  The following meeting is scheduled for October 17th. 

· For details on VMB activities call Jana Lean at (916) 653-5144 or visit http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/vma/home.html.
· Discussion regarding HAVA contract renewals and HAVA funding in general:
· Contract renewal process is tied up in Legislature and linked to passage of budget.

· Described timelines after passage of budget.  Could be up to 90 days before counties have the ability to spend funds related to contracts if legislature approves contract process.

· Caution:  Do not procure/spend on items related to HAVA until your contracts has been executed.

· Waiting for response from EAC regarding ambiguities related to spending “pre-approved” funds per OMB circulars.  Will keep counties posted.
· Discussed progress of Statewide Database project:
· Re-description of IV&V and IPOC contract linkages.  IPOC needed to be put in place before moving forward on RFP.  See this link for contract award schedule:  http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/hava_votecal.htm  (Looking to improve website information in the near future.)
· RFP should be released this summer and after new year begin development with target of ’09 pilots and full installation by 2010.

· Procurement process is extremely confidential.

· First Advisory Group meeting took place early in month – went well.  It is a smaller group than first database advisory committee, 15 to 18 people including Steve Weir, Conny McCormack, Mike Alvarez, Karin MacDonald, NAACP, APALC, NALEO, League of Women Voters, etc.  Next meeting is June 20.
· Technical Committee consists of Steve Weir, Dero Forslund, Marsha Wharff, Michael Petrucello, Ray Ching, and Janice Atkinson.  (All systems are represented.)

· Caution was given regarding any pending legislative action that would require a voter to be able to make inquiries on line regarding their voter registration and database development.

· Discussion regarding “Top to Bottom” voting system review
· Long discussion regarding details or process.

· Detailed questions can be addressed to Lowell Finley.
· Deadline for decertification is August 3.
Summer Institute Subcommittee

· Plans still going well
· 186 signed up, room for 200.
· Dates are June 24-27 for Summer Institute.
· SOS will check to see if they have someone to video events.

The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jill LaVine for her assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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