CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – August 24, 2007
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Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 9 a.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from June 8, 2007

Motion by Candy Grubbs to approve June 8, 2007 minutes.  Jesse Durazo seconds motion.  Motion carried.

Guest Speakers:  Victor Salazar (Fresno) and Steve Trout (with Butte County) on Voting System Certification:

Discussion regarding current state of voting system certification and effects on counties.

Motion by Victor Salazar that the Legislative Committee vote that the Executive Board conduct an emergency meeting to contract with Steve Trout to prepare a legal analysis/risk assessment of the decertification and recertification conditions promulgated by the Secretary of State this year.  Lindsey McWilliams seconds motion.  Motion carried.

Subcommittee formed to work a contract if motion approved.  Subcommittee members are:

Dean Logan, Elma Rosas, Gloria Colter, and Jill LaVine.
Legislation

AB 18 (Blakeslee) Signature stamps: authorized users
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Disabled voters would have the ability to register and re-register at the county election office using signature stamp.  This bill is not without controversy in the disability community.  Protection and Advocacy is opposed.  Bill is the result of Los Angeles area disability activities.
Amendment to be made in appropriations committee.  Bring back for discussion after amendment is made.

AB 44 (Mendoza) – Ballot pamphlet:  candidates’ statements

Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Discussion of fiscal impact on counties; appears to be minimal.
AB 119 (Price) Elections: payment of expenses
Position:  Support

Discussion:  CSAC is following this bill closely as a priority.  Currently in suspense file and should come off next week.

AB 183 (Coto) Pupils: high schools: voter registration
Position:  No Position

Discussion:  No discussion.

AB 223 (Runner) – Absentee voting: military service
Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Continue to watch.

AB 288 (Price) Voter Intimidation: Voter Intimidation Restitution Fund
Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Bring back when amendments are made.

AB 452 (Arambula) – Voter registration:  notification of change in party affiliation
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Ronda Paschal (SOS) will check with author as to why bill went back to Senate from Governor’s desk.  Continue support.

AB 466 (Hancock) – Pupils: average daily attendance
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Author asked if CACEO would support.  

Motion to support by Steve Weir.  Jesse Durazo seconds motion.  Motion carried.

Steve Weir will write letter of support.

AB 583 (Hancock) – Political Reform Act of 1974:  California Clean Money and Fair Elections Act of 2007
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Has become two year bill.  Continue to watch.
AB 614 (Eng) Voting rights: language assistance
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Bring back when amendments are made.

AB 773 (Blakeslee) Elections: absentee ballots
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Letter of support has been written.

AB 917 (Salas) – Elections
Position:  No Position
Discussion:  John Tuteur is working with Michael Wagaman on this bill.
AB 1090 (Spitzer) – Ballot designation requirements
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Author did not take CACEO amendment suggestions.
Motion to watch by Conny McCormack.  Candy Grubbs seconds motion.  Motion carried.

Steve Weir will write letter indicating removal of “support if amended” position.
AB 1151 (Lieu) – Voter Registration

Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Minor amendment.

AB 1167 (Nava) – Absentee ballots: voting by mail
Position:  Support if amended
Discussion:  Author did not take amendments recommended in CACEO letter dated May 29, 2007.  Proposal that CACEO should not support a bill that violates post office regulations and Federal Law which this appears to do.
Jill LaVine will speak with author again; will be discussed again at next Legislative meeting.

AB 1222 (Laird) – State mandates: legislatively determined mandates
Position:  No position

Discussion:  On matters related to this bill Jill LaVine read e-mail from Alice Jarboe that indicates that executive orders are subject to SB 90 claims. 
CSAC has a letter of support for this bill.  Letter will be brought to next Legislative Committee meeting for discussion.  (This bill has been double-joined to AB 1170 which is problematic for SB 90 subcommittee.)
AB 1243 (Karnette)  Vote by mail voters  

Position:  Support
Discussion:  Continue to support.
AB 1294 – (Mullin) Ranked voting: local elections

Position: Watch
Discussion:  Continue to watch.
AB 1662 (Cook) Absentees: oversees voting  

Position:  Oppose

Discussion:  Continue to oppose.
SB 382 (Oropeza) Elections: new citizens
Position:  Support

Discussion:  Continue to support.
SB 439 (Calderon) Write-in Candidates
Position:  Support
Discussion:  Continue to support. 
SB 513 (Committee on E R and C A) – Voting and district referenda
Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Bring back to next Legislative Committee meeting.  Check with Elaine Ginnold regarding her assignment to follow up on bill with interested parties.
SB 768 – (Corbett) Misuse of voter registration information
Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Continue to watch.
SB 854 (Ridley-Thomas) Voter registration: students 
Position:  Support
Discussion: Continue to support.

SB 967 (Simitian) Election precincts. 

Position:  Support
Discussion:  Has become two year bill.  Continue to support.
HR 811

Position:  Oppose

Discussion:  Feinstein has indicated that no revisions shall be made until 2008.  Will have hearings in September.
Other discussion:
· SOS will be working with Department of Finance regarding HAVA contracts now that budget has been passed.  No action has been taken to subject this matter to the legislative process.

· Cathy Mitchell is working on a three-election calendar for 2008.

· Question asked regarding national parties position related to cross over voting for non-partisans.

· Cathy Mitchell will look into improving posting of CCROVs and press releases to elecnet.

· On pursuing a rebuttal presumption of prior registration in order to register voters when none is completed on Voter Registration Form:  No legislative action will be forthcoming in near future nor formal opinion from state.

· CSAC is planning a workshop in November related to SOS actions.
The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jo Rodriguez and Jill LaVine for their assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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