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RYAN RONCO, PRESIDENT
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April 12, 2023

The Honorable Assemblymember Isaac G. Bryan
Chair, Assembly Elections Committee

1020 N Street, Room 365

Sacramento, CA 95814

SUBJECT: AB 292 (Pellerin) Primary Elections: ballots - SUPPORT if Amended

Dear Assemblymember Bryan:

The California Association of Clerks and Election Officials (CACEOQ) Elections Legislative Committee is
pleased to support Assembly Bill 292 (Pellerin) if amended to provide voters who have declined to
disclose a political party preference, with a non-partisan Presidential Primary Election ballot that
contains the names of all candidates of parties that permit crossover voting.

Existing law authorizes no party preference voters to cast a crossover ballot for a party that allows no
party preference voters to vote for the party’s Presidential candidate nominees without changing their
party preference in their registration file. Before the Presidential Primary Election, county elections

officials are required to mail no party preference voters a notice and application for a crossover ballot.

AB 292 would require county elections officials to provide voters who have declined to disclose a
political party preference with additional information on the application about their choice. It also would
allow county elections officials to accept a completed application from the voter via text. CACEO
supports these changes to the notice and application process.

The bill would also require county elections officials to provide no party preference voters that do not
apply for a crossover ballot with a non-partisan ballot that contains the Presidential contest with a space
for the voter to write in the name of their preferred candidate. However, processing votes for write in
candidates requires county elections officials to review each ballot individually and manually enter the
write-in votes into the tally system. This would add cost, time, and risk to the processing of these non-
partisan ballots.

In the alternative, CACEO suggests that AB 292 is amended to read the non-partisan ballot include the
Presidential contest with the names of candidates of all parties that have authorized no party preference
voters to vote to nominate the party’s candidate for President.

CACEO greatly appreciates Assemblymember Pellerin’s desire to improve the administration of the
complicated Presidential Primary Election and the services provided to no party preference voters. We
respectfully request the author and committee consider CACEO’s suggested amendment to the non-
partisan ballot requirements.

If you or your staff has any guestions, please do not hesitate to contact me at bob.page@ocvote.gov or
(714) 567-7620, or my co-chairs James Kus, at jkus@fresnocountyca.gov or (559) 600-1730 or Tricia
Webber at tricia.webber@santacruzcounty.us or (831) 454-2409.

Respectfully,

Bob Page
Co-Chair, CACEO Elections Legislative Committee

Officium Populi — Office of the People
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