CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – December 10th, 2008
Sacramento, California  
	Attendee 
	County 
	Attendee 
	County

	Lolita S. Fransisco 
	Alameda 
	Jana Lean 
	Sacramento 

	Robin Lee 
	Butte
	Diane Jones 
	Sacramento 

	Candy Grubbs
	Butte
	Barry Brokaw 
	Sacramento Advocates 

	Candy Lopez 
	Contra Costa 
	Deborah Seiler 
	San Diego 

	Kathy Gover 
	Contra Costa 
	Norma A. Westbrook 
	San Diego 

	Eren Mendez 
	Contra Costa 
	Holly Davidson 
	San Diego 

	Chuck Waters 
	Contra Costa 
	Alexia Payne 
	San Joaquin 

	Debi Cooper 
	Contra Costa 
	Liz Orosco 
	San Joaquin 

	Geoffrey Neill
	CSAC
	Virginia J. Bloom 
	San Joaquin 

	Kathy McClue 
	Fresno 
	Raul Ochoa 
	San Joaquin 

	Erika Bonilla 
	Los Angeles 
	Elma Rosas 
	Santa Clara 

	Dean Logan 
	Los Angeles 
	Gail Pellerin 
	Santa Cruz 

	Tim McNamara
	Los Angeles 
	Cathy Darling 
	Shasta 

	Susan Conner 
	Madera 
	Lindsey McWilliams
	Solano 

	Rebecca Martinez
	Madera 
	Paul Jeannine 
	Sonoma 

	Xeoneida Castillo 
	Napa 
	Gloria D. Colter 
	Sonoma 

	Bruce Bolinger 
	Nevada 
	Patrick Cavanah
	Stanislaus

	Katherine Reedy 
	Orange 
	Jeremy Howell 
	Stanislaus

	Barbara Dunmore 
	Riverside
	Lee Lundrigan 
	Stanislaus

	Alice Jarboe 
	Sacramento 
	Tracy Saucedo
	Ventura 

	Jill LaVine 
	Sacramento 
	Reva Correia
	Yolo 

	Ronda Paschal 
	Sacramento 
	Gloria Guillen 
	Yolo 


Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 1 p.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from September 5, 2008
Motion by Elma Rosas to approve September 4, 2007 minutes with amendments.  Dean Logan seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Legislation

AB 30 (Price) – Elections: voter registration
Position:  No position

Discussion:  This bill would allow citizens who are 16 to submit voter registration forms although they will not be eligible to vote until they are 18.

CACEO should complete a cost estimate.

AB 32 (Price) – Elections:  26th Senatorial District
Position:  No position

Discussion:  This is a vehicle to ensure that the 26th Senate District election occurs on an efficient timeline.  May want to use this bill as an opportunity to address – to the author - problematic nomination period provisions that do not allow enough flexibility in consolidating elections.
ACA 2 (Furutani) – Elections: voting age
Position:  No position

Discussion:  Bill allows citizens who are at least 17 to vote in a Primary election.  Will require a 2/3 vote of the legislature and then a vote of the people.  CACEO should complete a cost estimate.
2009 CACEO Legislative Proposals:

Item 1, Submitted by Dean Logan, Los Angeles County:  Adds provisions that would allow special elections to fill a vacancy in a congressional or legislative district to be conducted by all mailed ballots at the county’s discretion.

Discussion:  Under this proposal, each individual county would have discretion regarding conducting all mail ballot elections in elections that involve multiple counties.  For example, in an Assembly District election where more than one county shared the district, each county could conduct the election differently.

Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 09-01 by Dean Logan.  Elma Rosas seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 2, Submitted by Dean Logan, Los Angeles County:  Permits election official to consolidate up to 1250 voters in a single precinct by amending Elections Code Sections 12223 and 12261.

Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 09-02 by Dean Logan.  Elma Rosas seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 3, Requires state to reimburse counties for elections to fill state and federal legislative vacancies.

Discussion:  Inquire whether CSAC will sponsor this bill since it is fiscal.
Motion to refer to CSAC for consideration by Dean Logan.  Candy Grubbs seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 4, Submitted by Dean Logan, Los Angeles County:  Seeks to make technical changes regarding filing ballot designation worksheets and amends and seeks to amend law to require candidates for offices that do not have a residency requirement to file their declaration of candidacy in the county where the district is situated.

Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 09-03 by Dean Logan.  Lindsey McWilliams seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 5, Submitted by Dean Logan, Los Angeles County:  Provides that a voter is not required to attach a declaration of circulator to a written request for the removal of his or her signature from an initiative, referendum or recall petition.

Discussion:  Rhonda Paschal noted that this bill was sponsored by the SOS last year and that would be interested in co-sponsoring or otherwise in assisting with moving this bill forward

Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 09-04 by Dean Logan.  Jill LaVine seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 6, Submitted by Candy Lopez, Contra Costa County:  Expand the definition of “small city” and expand the definition permissible Elections Code section 4004 to allow small jurisdictions to have a non-consolidated local special election at a greatly reduced cost to the jurisdiction.  This change would expand the number of jurisdictions that are able to conduct all mail ballot elections and enable them to conduct initiative, referendum, or recall elections in addition to the vacancy elections that are currently allowed.
Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 09-05 by Candy Grubbs.  Candy Lopez seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 7, Submitted by Candy Lopez, Contra Costa County:  Change the time period between the certification of the results of the election and the date on which a run-off must be conducted to resolve issue of insufficient time between certification and the conduct of the runoff election to properly notify voters, prepare ballots and other materials to conduct the election.
Discussion:  Expand proposal to accommodate other consolidation possibilities.  Ms. Lopez will re-introduce with expanded language at future meeting.
Item 8, Submitted by Candy Lopez, Contra Costa County:  Permits college students who are under the age of 18 to serve as student precinct board members in same manner that high school students who are under the age of 18 are currently allowed to serve.

Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 09-06 by Candy Grubbs.  Candy Lopez seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 9, Submitted by Cathy Darling, Shasta County:  Add language to specifically prohibit the use of a city or county seal in campaign materials published on the internet or in television or print advertising.

Discussion: Currently use of seals is only prohibited in mass mailings.  Some city attorneys are reluctant to enforce a broader interpretation.  

Motion to accept concept as CACEO proposal 09-07 by Cathy Darling.  Alice Jarboe seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Item 10, Submitted by Lindsey Mc Williams, Contra Costa County:  Removes current Elections Code section that allows a voter to return to the precinct where they formerly resided to cast a ballot.  
Discussion:  Mr. McWilliams will clarify proposal for future submission.

Other proposal ideas that may be brought forward next month (includes party that introduced topic in parenthesis):
· Raising compensation for recount boards.  (Alice Jarboe)  Concern raised regarding citizen objection to raising costs that would make recounts more cost prohibitive
· Preventing the commencement of recall efforts that duplicate a similar recall effort within a given timeframe.  (Sacramento County)

· Remove ill or disabled language from the VBM request.  (Deborah Seiler)

· Clarification or change Elections Code so that a poll worker be allowed to remove ballot stub in presence of voter.  (Deborah Seiler)

· Voters allowed to place ballot in ballot box (Deborah Seiler). Concern raised regarding ballot box stuffing if this is allowed.

· Change Elections Code section 7680 such that the Registrar of Voters is not required to provide space for central committee conventions.
Other Discussion:
Barry Brokaw reported that there will be a special statewide election to address budget concerns.  Date to be determined.

The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jill LaVine for her assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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