[image: image1.jpg]


 

COUNTY CLERK ANNUAL NEW LAW 
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

Meeting Date: 
 
   Wednesday, December 14th, 2016
Time:

  
   10:00 AM
Location:    
   
   New Law Conference
MINUTES
2016 County Clerk Legislative Committee Members

	Danielle Rifilato / Joe Holland, Santa Barbara
	P
	Jenny Stasik / Joani Finwall, San Bernardino
	P

	Elizabeth Gutierrez / Courtney Dias / Laura Wilson / Jamie Franklin? / Barbara Dunmore, Contra Costa
	P
	Victoria Rodriguez / Peter Aldana / Bruce Cristall / Lisa Anderson / Tammie Buie, Riverside
	P

	Teresa Williamson, San Joaquin
	X
	Catherine Stefani, San Francisco
	P

	Kammi Foote, Inyo
	X
	Wardell House, Santa Clara
	P

	Portia Sanders / Jamie Palma / Monique Blakely / Aaron, Los Angeles
	P
	David Valenzuela / Sheila Harmon, Ventura
	P

	Chuck Storey, Imperial
	X
	Deva Proto / Carrie Anderson, Sonoma
	P

	Florence Shimano, Marin
	P
	Donna Allred, Sacramento
	P

	Kathy Lackey, Butte
	P
	Linda Kesian / David Gonzalez / Liz Flores?, San Diego
	P


(P– Present; T– Teleconference; X– Not in attendance)

1. Call to Order
Meeting started at 10:03 AM.  Also in attendance: Margaret Tseng, San Mateo; Sheila A, San Mateo; Hugh Nguyen, Orange; Vanessa Garcia, Orange; Laura, Alameda; Matt Siverling, Legislative Representative. 
2. Approval of Minutes (November 16th, 2016).

Motion to approve, David Valenzuela, Ventura; Second Monique Blakely, Los Angeles; passed unanimously.  
3. Legislative Advocate Update
20 brand new people in the legislature (9 Senate, 17 Assembly).  New term limits, so some will get to stay for longer.  The term limits continues to 2024.

The Governor signed everything in Matt’s report.  The 2015-2016 session has ended.  This year 3,000 bills were introduced and only 1,059 made it onto the Governor’s desk.  This is normal.  900 bills were made into law.  159 were vetoed (15% vetoed).
January 4th to 20th to discuss possible new legislation.  February 17th deadline to introduce a bill, so there’s some time to prepare and find an author.

Assembly Bill 2882 (Committee on Judiciary) Family Code/Marriage Cleanup

Unanimously passed.  Chaptered.  
Assembly Bill 2128 (Achadjian) “Conflict or War” Deletion

Burden of proof is on the person getting married, not on the County or State anymore.  Hard for the Clerks to determine what area is in a conflict or war.  Strong support from military groups.  Chaptered.
Senate Bill 974:  Expansion of Certified Mail Requirement for Notaries / ID Requirement
First part is to use other forms of mailing other than Certified Mail, as long as it provides tracking and a receipt.  Second is to present ID to the clerk, which they currently do not have to provide.  Notaries didn’t argue about this.  Third part is County Clerk code cleanup, which will help with references.  Chaptered.

Assembly Bill 2033 (Wilk) California Code of Regulations

Bill dropped in 2016.  Current law keeps the California Code of Regulations at the County Clerk office.  A poll taken with many counties shows that most counties keep copies of the code in the County Law Library.  We have an author willing to listen, so we can try to pass this bill again.

Assembly Bill 1646 (Gallagher) Legal Document Assistants

Bill dropped in 2016.  LDAs wanted an education requirement, but UDAs were inadvertently stuck with the same requirements, and UDAs never had an education requirement before.  The author’s intent was not to include UDAs.


Notary Limit on Marriages


No one wanted to put a limit on how many notaries a county can have.  Research and discussion will continue in 
future meetings.

Assembly Bill 1546 (Olsen) Vital Records/Intaglio Print
Intaglio security feature was causing an issue when the only U.S. supplier went under.  There’s a supplier in Canada, but removing the requirement opens up more options.  Chaptered.  Urgency clause, effective immediately.

Assembly Bill 1238/2636 (Linder) Electronic Signatures/Notaries

Electronic signatures by notaries.  Had some opposition, due to concerns of fraud.  Chaptered.  

Assembly Bill 1707 (Linder) Public Records

Bill dropped in 2016.  If a public record request is denied, you have to state the reason and the code section why it was denied.  The author loved it, but after many groups were opposed, the author dropped it.
Assembly Bill 2761 (Low) Marriage

This bill authorizes former Members of the Legislature and constitutional officers of this state, former Members of Congress of the United States who represented a district within this state, and current and former elected officials of a city, county, or city and county, to solemnize a marriage.  They cannot accept compensation for this.  Chaptered.  
Senate Bill 875 (Gaines) Marriage

This is specific for the elected County Sheriff, not for the staff or deputies.  This bill is unnecessary, because this is included in AB 2761.  Once these bills move into the Governor’s office, there will probably be debate on how to handle these bills.  Chaptered, but irrelevant since AB 2761 is Chaptered.
4. New Law Presentations

AB 1546 – Ventura - David 

AB 2128 – Sacramento – Donna
AB 2211 – Riverside – Lisa
AB 2217 – Riverside

AB 2296 – Riverside

AB 2566 – San Bernardino

AB 2636 – Contra Costa
AB 2761 – San Bernardino

AB 2828 – Riverside – Lisa
AB 2882 – Santa Clara – Wardell

SB 441 – Riverside

SB 710 – Ventura – Sheila

SB 875 – Chaptered out, because of AB 2761.

SB 974 – Ventura – David
SB 997 – Sacramento – Donna
SB 1005 – Santa Clara – Wardell

5. Public and Confidential Marriage Licenses

One couple wanted to turn their public license into confidential.  Brings up the issue of people wanting to switch their confidential to public and vice versa.  Some counties do not issue confidential licenses.  Some counties have kiosks where it will ask if they would like a public or confidential license.  Confidential licenses started in 1972 because California does not have Common Law marriages.  Only the couple or a court order can get the confidential license, which means children cannot get it.  

6. Legislative Proposals

(Los Angeles) FBN Publications – Business and Professions Code 17917 – Amending 17918, 17919, 17922, 17923, 17924, 17930. – Removes publication requirement for FBN statements, original filings, withdrawals, amendments, and abandonments.
· It is difficult to find which newspaper the FBN is published in.
· This could benefit the public, because the process of filing the FBN and then searching for the FBN is very tedious.  Many customers question why they have to do this.
· Takes resources in the Clerk’s office to spend time doing these filings, and this service is free to the public.  Example: Los Angeles filed 110,000 proof of publications, which took 4-6 clerks full time to process.
· Newspapers will object to this, but maybe other associations like the Small Business Administration might help.
(Ventura) – Fingerprint Cards and the Request for Livescan – Amending Business and Professions Code 22352b. – Trying to fix outdated language.  Changing the fingerprint cards to say a fee to cover the actual cost of processing the completed request for Livescan when submitting with the initial certificate registration.  Could be in an omnibus bill.

· Approved Proposal: Monique Blakely from Los Angeles moves to approve.  Elizabeth Gutierrez from Contra Costa seconds it.  All approved, and none opposed.
(Ventura) – Allows Couples to Amend the New Name Field within 90 Days of the Date of Marriage – Amending Family Code 306.5 – Sometimes people don’t realize they didn’t change their name. 

· This would help couples from avoiding having to go to court to change their name.  Example: $435 fee cost to change their name at court.

7. Adjourned   11:59 AM
