CALIFORNIA ASSOCIATION OF CLERKS AND ELECTION OFFICIALS

Legislative Committee Meeting

Minutes – August 18, 2006

Emeryville, California

	Attendee
	County

	Attendee
	County

	Steve Weir
	Contra Costa
	Lee Lundrigan
	Stanislaus

	Candy Lopez
	Contra Costa
	
	Stanislaus

	Victor Salazar
	Fresno
	Elma Rosas
	Santa Clara

	Tim McNamara
	Los Angeles
	Reva Correia
	Yola

	Rebecca Martinez
	Madera
	Dave Heckler
	SOS

	Elaine Ginnold
	Marin
	Jane Howell
	SOS

	Melvin Briones
	Marin
	John Mott-Smith
	SOS

	Jim McCauley
	Placer
	Michael Kanotz
	SOS

	Barbara Dunmore
	Riverside
	Farrah McDaid Ting
	CSAC

	Matt Morales
	Santa Clara
	Jerry Desmond
	Desmond & Desmond

	Janice Atkinson
	Sonoma
	
	


Steve Weir convened the meeting.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from July 25, 2006

Motion by Elaine Ginnold to approve June 30, 2006 minutes with amendments.  Lee Lundigran seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Legislation

Note:  Since the Legislature is in recess this portion of the meeting was informational and in summary form.
AB 2460 (Evans) – Secretary of State: Statewide measures and recall petitions

Position:  Oppose unless amended
AB 2769 (Benoit) – Elections: 1% manual tally

Position:  Support if amended

Discussion:  Support if amended position was based on a request by CACEO that the SOS determine procedures for the 1% for each voting system.  Mechanics of relationship to SB 1235 discussed.  History of purpose/function of 1% discussed.
Arguments against bill:  1% is to check accuracy of computer coding so what is the purpose of distinguishing absentee tally vs. precinct tally?;  there are L&A tests; the makes meeting canvass deadlines problematic; and bill presents unnecessary cost and labor.
Likelihood  of defeating bill before it is enrolled discussed:  not probable given timelines and support of bill in legislature at this point. 
AB 2770 (Wyland) – Precinct vote results

Position:  Watch
Discussion:  Didn’t come off of suspense.
AB 1634 (McCarthy) – Special Statewide Election Expenses

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Did not come off of suspense.  CSAC will seek rule waivers to get the bill off of suspense.   Will ask Los Angeles County to discuss importance of bill with Governor’s office and key legislators.   
AB 2946 (Leno) – Initiative petitions

Position:  Watch.

Discussion:  This bill places restrictions of paying petition circulators.   Position holds.
SB 506 (Poochigian) – Public Officials
Position:   Oppose

Discussion:  This bill which contains problematic provisions regarding confidentiality has been joined with provisions regarding judicial offices and filing statement of intent.  Send letter to Governor regarding opposition.
SB 1235 (Bowen) – Elections

Position:  Support if amended

Discussion:  Uncertain that spirit of amendments suggested by CACEO were taken.  Will revisit.

SB 1725 (Bowen) – Absentee ballots:  online information

Position:  Support

Discussion:  Took amendments.  Will write thank you letter to author.

AB 773 (Mullin) – Redevelopment:  referendum

Discussion:  No cross reference to election code.  Janice Atkinson will write letter suggesting cross references.
HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee:

Lee Kercher, Jana Lean and Chris Reynolds by phone, from SOS gave status reports and answer questions on Voting Systems, HAVA, and VMB issues.

Statewide Database
(Lee Kercher)

· Described issues with DIMS.

· Described average rejection rate throughout state (2.5%).  Primary reasons for rejection are almost always related to DOB or missing name.

· Described new rules that will reduce rejection rate to near 0%.  That is, if DL provided and no DL found then apply unique ID and allow voter to vote.  EMS providers will be requested to change software to accommodate new rule asap.

· Described new user friendly interfaces that will be forthcoming related to Calvalidator.  (Will be available for testing next week.)
· Described upcoming improvement to file movement from County to State.  The aim of this is to lessen the amount of manual processes.

· Why new system will be needed eventually:

· Real time system required
· Current system is “cobbled” together

· Core product may not be sustainable and key features like duplicate checking do not work
· Need to build something that can be maintained efficiently.

· New system will be subject to a “business based” procurement process.
VMB

(Jana Lean)

· All five members were present during meeting on August 19 in Los Angeles.

· Chris Reynold’s presented VPAT funding plan.  VMB supported concept.

· Orange County will be test case to fund VPAT by returning funds to VMB in order to fund VPAT.  Board will render final decision when funds are reimbursed by Orange County.

· Next meeting is in Sacramento on September 20 at 10:30.   Deadline to submit applications is August 30.   Please check VMB website for details.

Certification/Hava/Other

(Chris Reynold, Jana Lean)

· Vote Pad:  Public comment period closed.  SOS can now make decision regarding certification.
· Populex: Testing is ongoing.

· Hart:  Modifications ongoing.
· ES&S and Diebold:  No news.  
· Discussed claim process against 301 Funds.  (“Invoicing”):
· SOS has paid begun paying out claims.
· Pace of claims is not overwhelming presently since there are not a large number of submissions.
· Described process including possibility of clarification and timelines to process and pay.   (If everything goes well should take about 45 days after submission.)

· HAVA compliance manual will be distributed.  Designed as living document that can be updated.
· Letter will be sent tomorrow to counties regarding section 102 funding certification.

· Reviewed generalities regarding access lawsuit (Automark, TS with paper trail, etc.)  Response due back by mid September.

· Translations of titles and summaries being overnighted today.

· Ballot Pamphlet will be large:  197 pages.

Military/Overseas Voter Subcommittee:

· Aiming to finish manual by New Law.

The meeting was adjourned by Steve Weir.

Respectfully submitted,

Tim McNamara
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