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Deborah Seiler convened the meeting at 9 a.m.  Introductions were made.

Minutes from May 14 and July 13, 2010

Motion by Jill LaVine to approve May 14 minutes.  Lindsey McWilliams seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Motion by Jill LaVine to approve July 13, minutes.  Janice Atkinson seconds motion.  Motion carried.
Miscellaneous Commentary 
· Jo Rodriguez who has supplied the Bills of Special Interests to counties – among other things – will retire from service in Los Angeles County at the end of the month.  Ms. Seiler and Ms. LaVine suggested that CACEO recognize her service to the organization.

· Regarding AB 2023 and PEMT, Dr. Phillip Stark visited several counties per his visit described in May 14 minutes.  Mr. McWilliams stated that, during the course of these visits, Mr. Stark acknowledged that his current ballot audit approach could not be used with some voting systems like the one used in Solano.  In relation to this, there was a conversation regarding the number of ballots that could be potentially thrown out because of initials/identifying marks; is this fair; should this be re-thought legislatively?
· City Clerk’s would like to reduce 75% ballot order requirement per EC 14102.  This may be problematic to get through legislature.
· Ms. LaVine attended recent Assembly Hearing regarding voter confidentiality.  Use of street indexes, confidential voter programs, safe at home program, and confidential status for peace officers, parties copying registration forms, etc. was discussed.  Focus of hearing seemed to be on confidential status for peace officers.  No immediate conclusion at hearing.
· Ms. Seiler has invited legislative staffer, Jim Wisely, to address CACEO at next meeting regarding redistricting effort.  Mr. Wisely will describe the manner in which counties can assist in providing data to the CalTech redistricting data base effort so that redistricting information can – in turn – be provided to counties, etc. quickly next year.  There will be an extremely short timeframe to do data work related to redistricting due to needs of redistricting committee, etc., so counties will be encouraged to get data out quickly to CalTech after November ’10 elections.  Ms. LaVine, on a related note, indicated that Bonnie Blakely of UC Berkeley was looking into setting up local kiosks so that citizens could simulate drawing of district lines, etc. (City of Sacramento will set up, for example.)  This will not be available on internet due to complexity of program.
Legislation

AB 496 (Davis)  Elections: payment of  expenses

Position:  Support
Discussion:  Bill – to reimburse counties for special legislative vacancy elections -  has been held in Senate Appropriations.  Appears to be dead for this session.  Will need to be re-introduced.
AB 814 (Hill)  Elections: ballots: notification

Position:  Support
Discussion:  Bill would require election officials to include notifications - with VBM ballot and with sample ballot – that voter will receive information of candidates/measures with voter information guide.
Many counties are already doing this.  
Motion to support by Jill LaVine.  Second by Janice Atkinson.  Motion carries.  Ms. Atkinson will write/send letter of support.
AB 1335 (Lieu)  Elections: write-in candidates
Position:  No position
Discussion:  Our recommendation for amendment (letter from 3/18/09) has not been taken.  Based on this discussion was held to remove support position.
Motion to remove support by Lindsey McWilliams.  Second by Jill LaVine.  Motion carries.  
AB 1676 (Fuentes)  Elected officials: residency requirements

Position:  Watch

Discussion:  Has gained an urgency clause.  Per last discussion, does not seem to be a typical bill that CACEO Legislative Committee would address.

AB 2088 (Adams) Recall elections

Position:  Support
Discussion:  This is an SOS sponsored bill to clean up recall provisions.  

Various feedback was given at April 9 meeting related to technical concerns as well as concerns raised regarding general fairness of barring someone from running for office given current draft language; should these provisions just be for state offices and not local offices?

Amendments were made re some concerns raised on April 9, e.g., bill now requires:  “A person who was subject to a recall petition may not be appointed to fill the vacancy in the office that he or she vacated and that person may not be appointed to fill any other vacancy in an office on the same governing board for the duration of the term of office of the seat that he or she vacated.”
Motion to support by Deborah Seiler.  Second by Janice Atkinson.  Motion carries.  
AB 2616 (Hill) Elections: vote-by-mail ballots

Position: Support

Discussion:  This bill would provide vote-by-mail voters with ballot status (counted or didn’t count) when Votecal becomes active.  Latest version corrects such that voter determines status at SOS website. Discussion included remarks regarding bill’s link to viable VoteCal system and consequences in recent system implementation delays.

Continue to support.
SB 211 (Simitian) Elections: special elections
 
Position: No position
 
Discussion:  This bill would – among other things - revise the date on which a special election shall be conducted to fill a vacancy caused by a catastrophe in the office of Representative in Congress.  The bill is mechanically problematic.  Latest amendment is meant to conform with Federal law.
SB 1140 (Yee) Voter registration

Position: Watch

Discussion:  Bill no moving presently.  No further discussion.

SB 1342 (Simitian) Election Precincts

Position: No position. 

Discussion:  Bill has been chaptered.  This bill prescribes formula to enable subtraction of permanent absentee ballots in consolidating precincts.  Preliminary review of formula in one county indicated that most current poll places would be out of compliance.

SB 1404 (Pavley) Elections:  ballot cards and voting system

Position: No position.

Discussion:  This is similar to SB 541 last year which attempted to address voting system and ballot printing problems.  Governor vetoed because of penalty provisions.  Will send letter of concern to Governor.
Other Discussion

· Would like to discuss EC sections regarding county election officials arranging/hosting party committee meetings.  Possible proposal to remove these provisions?
· Bring back HR 5794 for further discussion.

· IRV advocates may oppose certain provisions of last year’s SB 6 (relates to Proposition 14)

· AB 1228.  Concerns remain about technical implementation difficulties especially regarding elections held on same date as these all mail ballot elections in same county or shared districts with other counties.  Continue to watch.

Voters with Specific Needs Subcommittee

· Revisited proposal for monthly outreach calls related to voters with specific needs was discussed per previous plans.  Proposed calls were confirmed to be – in the following order (each bullet relates to a topic that would be addressed on the monthly call):

· Call 1:  Use of Mitigation Tools at Poll Sites(May be best hosted by Karen Rhea and Jamie Young)

· Call 2: Best Products to Use/Buy as Mitigation Tools

· Call 3:  Proper Use of Mitigation Tools

· Call 4:  Consistency in Translations

· Call 5:  Expectations of and for Vendors related to Translations

· Call 6:  The Use of Rovers/Troubleshooters 
Tim McNamara and Eren Mendez will work out scheduling and conference call details in the near future.

· Continued to discussed SOS translation practices for the General Election and beyond.

· Revisited, confirmed and updated information with Jana Lean from July 13 CACEO meeting:
· TRANSCEND Translations is new translator for SOS.

· State is aiming to receive translations back for independent candidates for the General election by E-78.

· SOS would like to request various counties including Los Angeles, San Diego, Orange, Alameda, and San Francisco counties to assist in reviewing ballot designation translations for November.   Would hope to send counties information by E-78 for three day turnaround so that translations are available statewide by E-68.  Comment was made that – in past – some seemingly important suggestions made by counties were not accepted by SOS.  Ms. Lean will review this. 
· Will revisit timelines for primary elections in the future.

· SOS hopes to hire one staff member who would be dedicated to managing translations.

· TRANSCEND has the CACEO glossaries created by this subcommittee.  Question was asked if SOS could officially adopt these glossaries.  SOS also hopes to issue larger glossary of compiled terms from past elections.

· Brief discussion of 2012 Primary elections and SB 6/Prop. 14:  February Primary election will most likely be moved later in year.  (Question of whether there are two primaries is still in mix.)  AIP Party has filed lawsuit regarding Prop. 14.  SOS is working on updates to SB 6 as is CACEO. 

HAVA/Voting System Subcommittee

Jana Lean and Steven Carda gave status reports and answered questions on the Statewide Database and other topics.

Statewide Database (Steven Carda):

· Mr. Carda indicated that information will be limited regarding this project (VoteCal) for a time due to the new RFP process.

· Special Project Report has to be approved by control agencies (General Services) before RFP can be issued.

· Counties who were involved in discovery sessions for the Catalyst project have been invited to review RFP components in Sacramento in the near future.  County expenses for this review will be processed similarly to those in the discovery sessions.  Six counties have accepted invitation.  Monday and Friday will be travel days.

Other (Ms. Lean):

SOS will soon be sending information through CCROV (by Jane Howell) regarding MOVE Act activities in counties. State is working with FVAP to get information to counties.

The meeting was adjourned by Deborah Seiler.

Respectfully submitted, Tim McNamara

Thank you to Jill LaVine and Janice Atkinson for their assistance in compiling this month’s minutes.
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