MINUTES
   

A regular meeting of the California Association of Clerks and Election Officials-County   

Clerk Legislative Committee was held on January 19, 2012 at 10:00 a.m. at the Office 

of the Sacramento County Clerk and Recorder.  Meeting called to order by co-chair Craig Kramer.    Introductions were held.  

In attendance:                                           
  In Person
By Phone   
Craig Kramer

Sacramento Co.
        X

Kathleen Moran          Colusa Co.                         X

Vicki Petersen             Sonoma Co.                                        X

Donna Allred               Sacramento Co.                X


Terri Lipscomb            Alameda Co.                     X

Wardell House            Santa Clara Co.                                   X

DeAna Thompson       San Bernardino Co.           X

Jenny Stasik               San Bernardino Co.           X

Vera Mitchell               Contra Costa Co.                                 X   
Tauna Mallis               Riverside Co.                                       X

Kathy Wolfe                Santa Cruz Co.                                    X

Karen Hong                San Francisco Co.             X

Kenton Owyang          San Francisco Co.             X
David Valenzuela        Ventura Co.                                         X

Sheila Harmon            Ventura Co.                                         X

Cyndi Viall                   Orange Co.                                         X

Monique Blakeley        Los Angeles Co.                                 X

Joyce Whitney            Marin Co.                           X

Matt Siverling              Legislative Analyst             X   

Motion by DeAna, second by Teri to approve the Minutes of December 7, 2011. 
Motion carried.  
Meeting opened with discussion on committee re-organization, assignments and member responsibility.  It was noted that the committee’s purpose is to represent counties, and members do not serve as individuals.  Regardless of the number of representatives per county, each county has one vote.  Committee membership is set up on a two-year cycle consistent with the legislative cycle.  Principals will be asked if they wish for their county to be part of the committee and then designate a representative.  Bill assignments will continue in the current manner, with members either volunteering to track a bill or receiving an assignment.  
2-year bills and assignments were reviewed, and members were reminded that Bill Analysis Forms are due by the Tuesday prior to the meeting.  
Matt advised that the leg counsel deadline for bill language is Jan 27, and the last day to introduce a bill is February 24.  Committee members should also check the CA Leg Website for updates or let the co-chairs know if they spot a bill that could be of interest to the committee.
Members reported on the following bills:

AB 810 Cyndi Viall (Wagner) Courts, translators.  No changes. CACEO sponsored bill. Held in suspense in Senate Appropriations since August. Matt notes it could be July or August until it is heard and he will monitor for any changes as well.  
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AB 906 Cyndi Viall (Galgiani) Protection of victims and Murder witnesses:  address confidentiality - Watch.  
AB 931 Karen Hong (Dickinson) Infill Housing Project Neighborhood, etc.  
No Impact. Watch/Drop.
AB 1355  David Valenzuela (Lara)  City Officials: standards.  No changes.  Matt reported that  it missed the deadline this year and is probably dead.   Drop.

SB 195  Kenton Owyang (Cannella, et al. ) CEQA.  Watch for one more month or drop.   

SB 880 (Corbett) Common interest developments.   Kenton reported no amendments and current version does not effect county clerks.  Watch for one more month.  
A lengthy discussion was held on AB 1325, an LA sponsored bill by Assembly member Lara,  relating to the filing of FBN statements.  Triggered by an incident that made the newspapers in Los Angeles County, the bill would require an FBN filer to produce personal identification acceptable to the county clerk.  Mail filers, corporations, and partnerships would also have to produce identifying documents specified in the bill.  Craig and Matt met with Lara’s staff and Efrain Escobedo of Los Angeles County (who attended by phone) to discuss the bill.  The author and Los Angeles County are seeking County Clerk support.  Craig advised them we would not be taking a position until our committee met today.    Monique explained that the Los Angeles Board of Sups is sponsoring the bill in response to a news article about a woman whose address was fraudulently listed on an FBN filing and the issues that created for her.  Monique stated that it was not the intent of L.A. to impose the requirements of the bill on other counties. However, current language is not optional.  The bill is now being promoted as a Consumer Protection bill.  Both Los Angeles and the author want to see how the bill can be made feasible for all counties, but the author is not willing to make the requirements optional by county.  

Extensive discussion is held on the various practical issues of implementation.  
Terri questioned how requiring ID from FBN filers would reduce fraud. Monique responded that it would provide evidence used to prosecute offenders and therefore could be a deterrent.  She also clarified that the intent was to verify identity and not address information.  
Extensive discussion was held on the forms of ID, the role of the Clerk, etc. and the proposed use of a notarized “Certificate of Identity” to be used by mail filers. 
Wardell recommended oppose unless amended.   Monique restates that both LA County and the author are open to accepting amendments in order that the Clerks Leg Committee might take a neutral position.  Craig noted that many technical amendments would be needed.  Committee consensus is oppose unless amended.  The bill is 

going before Assembly Appropriations later this day.
Craig reviewed his initial proposed amendments which will be emailed to the committee.  Some of the amendments include using “present” rather display in relating to the ID, 
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technical revisions re: the certificate of identity statement and the creation of that form and it’s exclusion from the Public Records Act.
Committee members were asked to provide amendments as soon as possible.     

Not directly related to AB 1325,  but since amendments were being discussed, Karen suggested B & P 17913 (B) (4) be amended to either replace the “husband and wife” option with “married couple” or add “married couple” to the options. 
The next regularly scheduled committee meeting date February 16, 2012.  
Meeting adjourned at  11:30 am

By:  Kathleen Moran, Committee Co-chair
