March 9, 2010
To: 

Rebecca Martinez, President


California Association of 



Clerks and Elections Officials

From:

Matt Siverling



Legislative Representative
Subject:
County Clerks Legislative Activity Report 
I am submitting the following report on County Clerks Legislative activity and other matters of interest.  

The second year of the two-year Legislative Session is in full swing.  All legislation that failed to clear the House of Origin last year had an opportunity to become active during the first month of the 2010 Session in January.  This one-month window of opportunity spurred a flurry of Legislative activity as Members attempted to move their stalled bills.

In addition to the bills that were held last year, the Legislature has also introduced all new measures for consideration in the current year.  These new bills must be made available “in print” for 30 days prior to Committee hearings, so there has been a lull in the action as Committees, lobbyists and interest groups digest what is being proposed in the 2010 Session.  The deadline for bill introduction was February 19, 2010.  

During the upcoming weeks, Members, lobbyists and interest groups will begin taking positions on bills of interest in anticipation of the first round of policy committee hearings beginning during the end of this month (March).  

The next major deadline of interest is April 23, 2010, which is the last day for fiscal bills to clear the first policy committee.

Sponsored Bills

The Committee did not submit any language for sponsored proposals during the 2010 Legislative Session.
Issue with Assembly Bill 620 (John Perez)…Business and Professions Clean-up

Last year, the Committee adopted a sponsor position on a comprehensive clean-up bill in the Business and Professions Code.  
This bill was introduced by Assemblymember John A. Perez (D., Los Angeles).  
Among numerous non-controversial provisions, the bill specifies numerous updates to codified card sizes for process servers, professional photocopiers, and legal document assistants.  It also contains language from a prior sponsored bill that was vetoed, AB 1290 (Mendoza, ’08) which allows clerks to destroy undeliverable pending notices of expiration for Fictitious Business Names.  
After the bill became law on January 1, 2010, the new process for issuing professional photocopier identification cards to employees of corporations revealed an unclear portion of the sponsored bill.  The language clearly stated the parameters for corporation cards (no photo) and for “individual” cards (photo to be contained in the bottom left corner) but did not clearly direct the clerk how to configure the card for employees of corporations.  The Author’s office was contacted by numerous companies in Los Angeles County who complained that those counties who were issuing cards without photos were causing problems for employees of photocopier services who were unable to verify their identity.  
The Committee has agreed to take a look at the existing policies and practices of counties statewide in regard to the issuance of employee identification cards and reassess what the best route of action may be.  This decision may spur a clean-up bill this year, which would be carried by Assemblymember John Perez. 
Meetings and Conference Calls
The next Association meeting will take place on March 18, 2010.
CC:

Kathy Moran, Legislative Committee, County Clerks


Neal Kelley, CACEO Board Member
Cathy Darling, Treasurer, CACEO


Gail Pellerin, CACEO
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