April 12, 2010
To: 

Rebecca Martinez, President


California Association of 



Clerks and Elections Officials

From:

Matt Siverling



Legislative Representative
Subject:
Clerk to the Board Legislative Activity Report 

 I am submitting the following report on Legislative activity and other matters of interest.  

The Legislature has returned from its annual Spring Recess and has begun the first few rounds of policy committee hearings.  Because of the upcoming hearings, many spot bills have finally had substantive language amended into them, and numerous bills have been amended during stakeholder negotiations prior to the hearing date.  
The next upcoming deadline of interest is April 23, 2010, which is the last day for fiscal bills to clear the first policy committee.  Prior to this date, any bill that has any cost is required to be heard before a policy committee.  
The next major deadline of interest is May 14, 2010, which is the last day for policy committees to meet.
Sponsored Bills


Clerk to the Board

The Clerk to the Board Legislative Committee voted to sponsor three proposals this Legislative Session.

Assembly Bill 1921 (Davis)……………….Form 700 Electronic Filing Expansion
The first proposal adopted by the Legislative Committee would add several entities to an ongoing pilot project launched by one of last Session’s sponsored bills, Assembly Bill 2607 (Davis) which allows Los Angeles, Orange, Stanislaus, and Merced counties to participate in a pilot project to electronically receive Form 700 conflict of interest forms.  

The original bill specified a 3 year pilot program, but several Counties and one City desired to enter the pilot prior to the expiration of the existing pilot (2012).  Assemblymember Davis is carrying the bill to add Santa Clara and Ventura Counties as well as the City of Long Beach. 
The bill is scheduled to be heard in the Assembly Elections Committee on May 4, 2010.  
Senate Bill 1494 (Committee on Revenue and Taxation) 

Clean up to Assembly Bill 824 (Harkey)
This measure will repeal Revenue and Taxation Codes 1624.3, 1636.2 and 1636.5.

The existence of these Codes was made redundant by AB 824 (Harkey) in 2009.  The provisions of these sections were consolidated into other sections of the code (Sections 1612.5 and 1612.7).  The code provisions relate to the avoidance of conflicts of interest and transparency with respect to assessment appeal applications filed by specified county officers and employees.

The clean-up language will be contained in a Board of Equalization sponsored Revenue and Taxation Committee Bill.  
The bill is scheduled to be heard in the Senate Revenue and Taxation Committee on April 14, 2010.  
Assembly Bill 898 (Lieu) 






CACEO took a sponsor position on language to be amended into Assembly Bill 898 (Lieu) which will expand on Assembly Bill 992, which addressed unscrupulous assessment appeal mills and request for property assessment review mills that are fraudulently advertising to California homeowners.  

The CACEO sponsored language in AB 898 will add “Board” and “Commission” to the current list of terms that were disallowed on misleading correspondence which currently includes the use of a business name including the word "appeal" or "tax” and the word "assessor," "agency," "bureau," "department," "division," "federal," "state," "county," "city," or "municipal," or the name of any city, county, city and county, or any governmental entity.

The bill has been amended to contain the CACEO requested amendments.  It has been pulled off the Floor and referred back to the Senate Appropriations Committee for review.  
Other Bills of Interest 

Senate Bill 1324 (Negrete McLeod) 
CACEO voted to take a “support in concept position on SB 1324, which would amend Government Code Section 6253 (California Public Records Act) to authorize a public agency to impose a fee, in addition to the copying fee, to cover the actual cost of staff time to search and review records when the records request is made for commercial use.  The bill would exempt requests from members of the media, as defined.
Late last week, CACEO a representative met with the Author’s staff to inquire about the status of the bill and strategies on moving the bill forward.  It was discovered that the Author was not planning on moving the current version of SB 1324 to Committee.  The Author determined that the language contained in the current version was not workable, and too difficult to apply.  
For the time being, the bill is being held.  In the meantime, the Author continues to have a strong interest in developing a program to reimburse local governments for the time spent preparing public records and the work involved to locate and retrieve public records documents for requestors.  
If and when the bill is amended to move forward, CACEO will continue to have an input on the potential language and will stay involved in the process. 


CC:
 Sachi Hamai, Chair, Legislative Committee, Clerk of the Board



John McKibben, Legislative Committee, Clerk to the Board



Cathy Darling, Treasurer, CACEO

Neal Kelley, CACEO Board Member



Gail Pellerin, CACEO
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