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The Honorable Felipe Fuentes
Assembly Appropriations Committee
State Capitol, Room 2114
Sacramento, CA  95814

Re:
SCA 7 (Yee); related to Public Bodies; Meetings


California Association of Clerks and Election Officials…Oppose

Dear Assemblymember Fuentes:

The Clerk of the Board of Supervisors Legislative Committee of the California Association of Clerks and Election Officials (CACEO) strongly opposes SCA 7 (Yee), a measure which eliminates a modest, but important, source of funding which ensures that meaningful meeting notices and agendas are made available to the public by the clerks of these legislative bodies 

The office of the clerk of the board of supervisors prepares the agendas and minutes of the governing body of each of the 58 counties, the county board of supervisors.  The clerk of the board also prepares agendas and minutes for many other county committees, commissions, and boards and local joint powers authorities and non-profit corporations throughout California.  Producing an agenda that is meaningful and useful to the general public and to the media under the exacting provisions of the Brown Act requires a significant amount of effort, staff time and, therefore, money.

Typically, the clerk of the board of supervisors is one of the smallest and least well-funded offices in a county.  The reimbursement that the clerk receives from the state for local open meeting law compliance, although small county by county, is nonetheless vital to the continuing ability of the clerk of the board to provide the public with important information concerning the planned actions of local government agencies.  Eliminating this source of funding would save the state a very small amount of money in the context of the state budget, yet it would seriously harm individual clerks’ ability to produce informative agendas for the public and the media.

Our members respectfully urge you to vote no on SCA7.  

Sincerely, 

Matt Siverling

Legislative Advocate

CACEO

CC:
Each Member and Consultant, Assembly Appropriations Committee

Senator Leland Yee
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