APPENDIX G

FORMAT RULES FOR PETITIONS

All petition sections must be printed in uniform size and darkness with uniform spacing. (§11041)

In an effort to ensure that the proponents’ Notice of Intent and the Answer filed by the person whose recall is being sought are equally featured on the petition, the following format rules will apply.

1. No bullets will be permitted.

2. No CAPITALIZATION, bolding, or underlining for emphasis.
3. All text will be formatted flush left. Paragraphs may be run together into one block of text to make best use of spacing.  Must be applied equally to the Notice of Intent and the Answer.
4. The Notice of Intention will have a heading in all caps that reads: “NOTICE OF INTENTION TO CIRCULATE RECALL PETITION” This heading should be centered on the page and stands alone. The next line in all caps reads: “TO THE HONORABLE…”
5. When printing the proponent’s names (and addresses, if applicable) on the petition, the names should be typed, following the format of the printed name on the Notice of Intent. For example, if no period is provided after the middle initial, then do not print a period on the petition.  Names should be separated by a semi-colon and no signature mark (s/) is necessary since the line that precedes the names announces them as proponents.

6. Following the answer, the proponents must type the name of the officer who filed the answer as follows: “s/Name”, to designate it as the person’s signature. Following the name and separated by commas, the proponents must print the incumbent’s contact information provided on the answer, including address, phone numbers, e-mail addresses, etc.

7. No additional verbiage may be added to the petition that is not explicitly authorized on the Sample Petition.

8. Grammatical errors (including incorrect capitalization of words), punctuation, and spelling errors on the filed Notice of Intent and Answer, will NOT be corrected. Such statements will be printed as filed. 

9. Corrections will be made to the opening paragraph, signature spaces and affidavit of circulator to meet the requirements of law.

10. The election official reserves the right to enact other rules that would ensure the equal presentation of both sides of the recall question and any attempts to draw special attention to one area of the petition over others will not be permitted. 
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